A TRAMP

CHAPT1B L

OHE clay It occurred to me that it had been many years since the world
had been afforded the spectacle of a man adventurous enough to under-
take a journey through Europe on foot. After much thought, I decided

that I was a person fitted to furnish to mankind this spectacle. So I
determined to do It. This was in March, 1878.

I looked about me for the right sort of person to accompany me la
the capacity of agent, and finally hired a Mr. Harris for this service.

It was also my purpose to study art while in Europe. Mr. Harris
was in sympathy with me In this. He was as much of an enthusiast in
art as I was, and not less anxious to learn to paint. I desired to learn
the German language; so did Harris.

Towards the middle of April we sailed In tie * Holsatia,1 Captain
Brandt, and had a very pleasant trip indeed.

After a brief rest at Hamburg, we made preparations for a long
pedestrian trip southward In the soft spring weather5 but at the last
moment we changed the programme* for private reasons? and took the
express train.

We .made a short halt at Frankfort-on4he-Main, and found it an
interesting city. I would have liked to visit the birth-place of Guten-
berg, but it could not be done, as no memorandum of the site of the
house has been kept. So we spent an hour in the Goethe mansion
Instead. The city permits this house to belong to private parties,
Instead of gracing and dignifying herself with the honour of possessing
and protecting It